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Cambridge legal research assessments over 10 years 

The complete statistics are shown below:  

        No. of students  Total assessments   Failed assessments    Failure rate  

 2003  270   1890   91      4.81%  

 2004  300   2100   92      4.38%  

 2005  258   1806   120      6.64%  

 2006  245   1470   80      5.44%  

 2007  258   1548   65      4.20% 

 2008  277   1662   84      5.05%  

 2009  236   1416   96      6.78%  

 2010  270   1890   125     6.64%  

 



AALL Principles and Standards for Legal 

Research Competency 

 The principles advanced by the American Association of Law 

Libraries are: 

 A successful legal researcher possesses foundational knowledge 

of the legal system and legal information sources. 

 A successful legal researcher gathers information through 

effective and efficient research strategies. 

 A successful legal researcher critically evaluates information. 

 A successful legal researcher applies information effectively to 

resolve a specific issue or need. 

 A successful legal researcher distinguishes between ethical and 

unethical uses of information, and understands the legal issues 

associated with the discovery, use, or application of information. 



Principle I: A successful legal researcher possesses foundational 

knowledge of the legal system and legal information sources. 

 

 Standards: 

 An information-literate legal professional considers the full range of 

potential sources of information, regardless of type or format. 

 

Competencies: 

 

 Differentiates between primary and secondary sources, and recognizes 

how their use and importance vary depending upon the legal problem 

or issue. 

 Identifies and uses the most effective secondary sources to obtain 

background information, to gain familiarity with terms of art, and to 

put primary sources in context. 

 Recognizes differences in the weight of authority among sources and 

applies that knowledge to the legal research problem. 

 

 



BIALL Legal Information Literacy 

Statement 
Legal Information Literacy Statement research skills  

 Research skill 1 - Demonstrate an understanding of the need 

for the thorough investigation of all relevant factual and legal 

issues involved in a research task  

 Research skill 2 - Demonstrate the ability to undertake 

systematic and comprehensive legal research  

 Research skill 3 - Demonstrate the ability to analyse research 

findings effectively   

 Research skill 4 - Demonstrate the ability to present the 

results of research in an appropriate and effective manner   

 Research skill 5 – Continuing Professional Development – 

refreshing the legal research skills required of a modern lawyer  

 



Research skill 1: The learner will demonstrate an understanding of 

the need for the thorough investigation of all relevant factual and 

legal issues involved in a research task  

 

Learning outcomes  

 1.1 Determine the scope and  

objectives of the research  

 

Knowledge, understanding & skills 

with examples of appropriate 

assessment criteria  

1.1 Determine the purpose of the 

research and the appropriate  

     depth of research required. 

Establish a time scale for 

conducting the research within 

the given or agreed deadline  

 

 

Example indicators of ability  

Draft a realistic overall plan and 

timeline to analyse the problem, 

acquire information, and apply the 

information to the resolution of 

the problem  

Demonstrate an awareness of 

organisational (firm, chambers, 

law school, court) rules and 

guidelines on the conduct and 

presentation of legal research  

Start and maintain a methodical, 

accurate audit trail of research 

undertaken by systematically 

recording all pertinent 

information for future reference  

 



An example of aligning Standards with the existing course in 

first year of the Oxford law degree 



Identify Scope Plan Gather Evaluate Manage Present 
Understands: Understands: Understands: Understands: Understands: Understands: Understands: 

The concept of digital literacy 
within an educational setting 

The Internet is not regulated 
but content may be structured 
and regulated in a variety of 
ways depending on the 
requirements of the provider  
Technology is constantly 
evolving and the exploration 
and evaluation of new and 
emerging information systems 
is a lifelong process  
The lifecycle of digital content, 
including issues around 
provenance, sharing and long-
term access and preservation 

The benefits and limitations  
of using different forms of 
digital content, tools and 
technologies to meet specific 
needs     

Issues around copyright, IPR 
and CC licences in relation to 
the use and creation of digital 
material 
The need to address issues of 
accessibility relating to digital 
content 
The characteristics of 
different digital publication 
formats, the functionality 
available within software 
platforms and the benefits 
and limitations of these in 
relation to the task 

The impact of online 
collaboration and networking 
as a means of developing,  
exchanging and 
communicating   information 

How to search for digital 
content using appropriate 
tools and techniques 
The differences between 
search tools (operating within 
and between environments), 
recognising their benefits and 
limitations  
The impact of sharing digital 
content  
How the use of different 
online communication tools 
can extend reach and enable 
teamwork and collaboration  
Where to locate and publish 
digital content for formal 
publication purposes and for 
information exchange 
purposes, appreciating the 
differences between the two  

The range of different forms 
of digital publication and 
media, the different 
audiences they are designed 
for and how they are 
organised 

Issues around the 
popularity of a resource 
versus its academic quality 

How digital technologies 
are providing collaborative 
tools to create and share 
knowledge and the 
implications this has on 
gathering specific 
information. 
The risks of operating in a 
virtual world and how they 
can be mitigated  
The importance of 
appraising and evaluating 
results of online searches 

The need to make choices 
in the use of different 
technologies to meet 
specific needs 
Issues of quality, accuracy, 
relevance, credibility, 
format and accessibility 
relating to digital 
information 

How to assess the profile 
and visibility of digitally 
published information 
using analytic functionality 
and tools  
The need to be a critical 
user of digital technologies  
The importance of citation 
of digital resources in 
learning and research 
contexts  

The need to handle, store 
and disseminate digital 
information and data in a 
responsible and ethical way 

Issues of plagiarism 

The principles of citing and 
referencing digital sources 
and formats to enable 
verification 

The need to keep systematic 
records of digital sources 
using relevant technology 

How technologies can be 
used to personalise 
individual and shared digital 
environments 
How security profiles can be 
used to  manage levels of 
interaction  

The need to select a 
communication approach 
suitable for the audience 

Issues around accessibility of 
digital information, formats and 
compatibility with accessibility 
software 

The importance of online 
security and privacy 

How to communicate 
appropriately online 

The need to consider the digital 
self and ones online presence  
That new technologies allow for 
information in new ways (blogs, 
wikis, open access) 

Is able to: Is able to: Is able to: Is able to: Is able to: Is able to: Is able to: 

Recognise the importance of 
skills in locating, creating 
managing and sharing 
information through a variety 
of digital forms  
Identify gaps relating to the 
use, application or 
development of digital 
environments  and tools 

Continuously assess how the 
use of digital content and tools 
could enhance academic 
practice 

Recognise where digital 
solutions can meet a specific 
information task or need 

Identify gaps in knowledge 
relating to digital tools or 
content  
Identify  search tools for 
locating quality digital 
material 
Assess different digital 
formats and select  those to 
meet current need 

Use new tools and 
technologies as they become 
available and evaluate them 
for suitability 

Assess how online 
collaboration can enhance 
academic practice 

Identify appropriate online 
search techniques  
Remotely access  external 
digital sources in order to 
extend opportunities for 
discovery 

Assess which form(s) of 
digital media best meets the 
criteria identified  
Use different online 
communication approaches 
to extend reach 

Assign meta-data tags to 
content to enable future 
discoverability 

Use a range of digital 
retrieval tools and 
technology effectively 

Access, read and download 
digital information and data 

Engage in online 
collaboration and 
networking to access and 
share information 

Assess the suitability of 
digital content for the 
intended audience 

Assess the quality, 
accuracy, relevance, 
credibility, format and 
accessibility of digital 
material 
Read online information 
critically, taking into 
account access restrictions  
Maximise discoverability 
of own digital material 
using indexing strategies 

Use appropriate tools to 
organise digital content and 
data (social bookmarking, 
bibliographic software) 
Cite and reference 
electronic sources 
appropriately 

Manage digital resources 
effectively taking account of 
version control, file storage 
and record keeping issues 
Personalise the digital 
environment according to 
need  

Communicate effectively in a 
digital environment, using 
appropriate tools, to meet 
audience needs, taking account 
of accessibility issues 
Confidently use the digital 
media appropriate for 
presentation  
Develop an online personal 
profile using appropriate 
networks and technologies 

Stay safe and, if necessary, 
private in the digital world 

Select appropriate publication 
and dissemination outlets to 
share information 

The SCONUL7 Pillars of Information Literacy through a Digital Literacy 

‘lens’ 

 




